CHAPTER XIII

The Cid El Campeador and the History of the
Kingdom of Valencia

chivalry of the Middle Ages, with all its
principles of violence, tyranny and egoism, with
its noble qualities, tenderness and courtesy,
with the elements of hatred, daring and adventurous
spirit, with kindness, faith and humility, was one of
the strangest social pictures created by the feudal
system. This chivalry penetrated into the edifice of
the feudal society, dominating it in a certain sense,
leading it according to its whims and fancies, and
almost effacing every other authority.
Both Muslim Spain and Christian Spain were in
those ages the cradles of chivalry, in each of which
chivalry greatly flourished. But the continued struggle
between Islam and Christianity in Spain was, in
addition to national factors, tinted with a deep colour
of religious fanaticism. In these cradles chivalry was
aflame with this religious spirit. The conditions of
war and politics often subjugated national or religious
matters to the influence of personal passions and
interests, when chivalry appeared in the garb of adven-
ture seeking gain and fortune.
These characteristics were prominent in the life
of one of the Christian Spanish knights, whose story
is connected with many events in Andalusian history
and who is considered by European chronicles and
legends an ideal of national and Christian chivalry.
We say " chronicles and legends," not history, because
history, as we shall see, contradicts many of these
legends and produces the Spanish hero in a garb
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